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July 23, 2011
Join Us in the Creation of a Local Yoga Co-op

Dear Friends,

I am writing to you as you or someone you love has benefited from practicing yoga at Anjali Yoga Studio. This beautiful, modern studio is the only one of its kind in this area. Equipped with an Iyengar Rope Wall, Ballet Barres, and beautiful wood floors, the space is accessible to all, and a perfect place for therapeutic private sessions, group vinyasa and ropes classes and everything in between.  As many of you may know, Marie Thorne-Thomsen, who envisioned, created, and opened this beautiful studio in January of 2010, has returned to her home in Santa Barbara, CA. What a gift that she has left us this space in which to continue to practice, learn, and to serve!

Now here’s an idea: How wonderful would it be if we could continue to use this space for the classes that you already know and love, and to open it even more to the community as a space for practice, for trainings, private and small group sessions, and more? The possibilities are endless if we form a cooperative. However, without the support of our students, instructors, and friends the studio will not remain open.

A cooperative is a business owned and controlled by the people who use its’ services. They finance and operate the business for their mutual benefit. By working together, we will be able to reach an objective that might be unattainable if any one of us was acting alone. The cooperative can be the vehicle to provide services such as therapeutic yoga that would otherwise be unavailable to our community.

The beauty and the gift of this particular situation is that the space is already established! This means that we have no start up costs. To continue in this studio space, all we need is your commitment. We need students, instructors, and friends to give us your comments and let us know your thoughts on the formation of a cooperative, and your interest in joining. 

If you are a student: Our goal is to have 75 members committed at start-up. We would ask for a biannual membership fee of $60. That is just $10 per month. For this level of commitment, you can help to keep the studio doors open, and you will receive a discounted class rate of $10 per class. Drop-ins will still always be welcome at the $15/class rate. As all of our instructors are also students, teachers may also join the cooperative at this level and pay the same rate as other members to attend classes.

If you are an instructor: Our goal is to have teachers committed to 20 regularly scheduled classes per week. Teachers will guarantee that the studio receives a minimum of $15 per class. Teachers will still be paid the current rate (50% of total class revenue). This encourages all of our instructors to be thoughtful about the classes you are offering, and to be creative about building your own classes. Please contact Ashley for more information.

If you have something new to offer: The studio space is available for members to rent for $15 per hour for workshops and for private and small group sessions. Non-members may rent the space for $25 per hour. After the rental fee, all profit will go directly to you. This type of opportunity would be unique to our studio and promotes creativity and growth.

Please respond with “I’m in!” in the subject line of this email by August 1st, and please note the commitment level in which you are interested. This is simply an initial survey to determine interest and feasibility of the plan. Nothing will be billed to you at this time. We hope to confirm enough support to move forward with this innovative plan.

Namaste,

Ashley Smithson on behalf of the Anjali Studio Instructors

Then he clasped his hands together, smiled, and said, “This could be a good time!’ ...’Gather yourselves! Banish the word struggle from your attitude and your vocabulary. All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner and in celebration. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.

 -Attributed to an unnamed Hopi elder
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